
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Presse Žcrite 
internationale 



!

3 August 2011 

 

Verbier Sails Over Rough Seas Unscathed  
By Rebecca Schmid 
MusicalAmerica.com 
August 3, 2011 
 
 
BERLIN !  Eleventh-hour cancellations threatened a rocky start for the Verbier Festival this year, especially when 
"#$%&'()*+*),-'./)%0*-01'2#03$)4245'/)%+/0*$'3#+'0%'2)#0*'4'5*00*)'$#-/60#&7'4&'%88#9#45'4&&%6&9*+*&0'0340'3*'34$'
pulled out due to illness. Martha Argerich at first canceled, but then ultimately decided to play for a gala concert in 
honor of her 70th birthday, aided by Joshua Bell, Anne-Sophie Mutter, Mischa Maisky and Evgeny Kissin. Such a 
concentration of talent is typical for this 18-year-ol$':2#--'+%6&04#&'8*-0#;45<'03#-'=*4),-'+%$*5>'?65='@A-31, hosted 60 
concerts and 100 free events including artist talks and open master classes with the many rising professionals in 
attendance. The festival claims attendance of over 35,000. 

In their festival-orchestra guise, these internationally auditioned young artists had the opportunity to work under the 
likes of Valery Gergiev and Daniel Harding. Verbier also maintains a chamber orchestra of accomplished alumni and 
an academy for junior string players and pianists, who train under Festival Chamber Orchestra Artistic Director 
G‡bor Tak‡cs-Nagy as well as occasional guests. 

In a much-anticipated event, Anne-:%/3#*'B600*)'C)%6730'3*)'%2&'.;#)06%-#>1'=%6&7'-0)#&7'/54=*)-'-6//%)0*$'C='3*)'
Circle of Friends p*)8%)+4&9*';*&6*D'E3*'/)%7)4+'5*$'%88'2#03'F%5874&7'G#3+,-'.H=4$*>1'4'$6%'0340'B600*)'
9%++#--#%&*$'8%)'3*)-*58'4&$'/)%0I7I'G%+4&'J40K%5%'L23%+'-3*'34-'$6CC*$'03*'.J474&#&#'%8'03*'H%6C5*'M4--1N'4-'
part of her New York Philharmonic residency. 

Six musicians j%#&*$'03*+'%&-047*'8%)'4'C)#-K>';#C)4&0'499%6&0'%8'B*&$*5--%3&,-'O90*0'#&'P-flat. The ubiquitous 
.Q%6)':*4-%&-1'%8'R#;45$#'95%-*$'03*'/)%7)4+>'2#03'B600*)'5*4$#&7'4'9#)95*'%8'@S'+6-#9#4&-'2#03'#&8*90#%6-'*&*)7=D'
:3*'%88*)*$'03*'T4)7%'+%;*+*&0'%8'M493,-'H%6ble Concerto as an encore, saying it was in commemoration of the 
recent shooting in Norway. She was joined by a visibly shaken Vilde Frang, a native Norwegian who had withdrawn 
from the concert to recover from pneumonia. 

On a lighter note, 89-year-old Isra*5#';#%5#&#-0'U;)='"#05#-'-3%2*$'6/'8%)'4'.-6)/)#-*'9%&9*)01'2#03'#&;#0*$'8)#*&$-D'.V%6'
4)*'/4)0#9#/40#&7'#&'4'3#-0%)#9'+%+*&0>1'3*'W%K*$'0%'03*'P75#-*'46$#*&9*D'V6W4'F4&7'4&$'B#-934'B4#-K='W%#&*$'3#+'
%&-047*'8%)'03*'8#)-0'+%;*+*&0'%8'T*%'B*&$*5--%3&,-'E)#%'#&'H'+#&%)D'"#05#-,'0%&*'24-'X6#0*'8**C5*>'/4)0#9654)5='
474#&-0'F4&7,-'8%)9*865'/54=#&7>'C60'03*'C454&9*'#+/)%;*$'8%)'03*'%/*&#&7'+%;*+*&0'%8'Q*5#Y'B*&$*5--%3&,-'J#4&%'
Trio in D minor. In keeping with the spontaneous atmosphere, he summoned Evgeny Kissin from the audience who, 
rather than play the piano, recited Yiddish poetry to a spirited improvisation by Gitlis. While no longer in form as a 
virtuoso, Gitlis was a fine host and entertainer. 

Baritone Christian Gerhaher and tenor Michael Schade were ably joined by pianist Gerold Huber for an evening that 
-/4&&*$'B435*),-'*4)5='0%'540*'/*)#%$-D'"*)343*)'24-'40'3#-'C*-0'#&'-*5*90*$'-%&7-'%8'.H4-'T#*$';%&'$*)'P)$*>1'3*)*'
/)*-*&0*$'#&':93Z&C*)7,-'0)4&-9)#/0#%&'8%)'@['#&-0)6+*&0-'C='03*'R*)C#*)'Q*-0#;45'\34+C*) Orchestra under Karl 
]&0%&'G#9K*&C493*)D'B#934*5':934$*,-'0)*+*&$%6-'-%6&$'&*4)5='%;*)23*5+*$'03*'-+455';*&6*'#&'03*'%/*&#&7'
.E)#&K5#*$';%+'?4++*)'$*'P)$*>1'=*0'3*'*88*90#;*5='04/*)*$'#0'0%'8#&$'03*')#730'0%693'%8'$#-*&934&0*$'#&&%9*&9*'#&'
.R%&'$*)'?67*&$D1'E3*'934+C*)'%)93*-0)4'%88*)*$'B435*),-'0)4&-9)#/0#%&'%8'M**03%;*&,-'^64)0*0'.-*)#%-%1'O/D'_AD 



Also performing at the church was the Eb•ne Quartet, bringing rich textures and emotionally charged phrasing to 
the Second Quartets of Borodin and Brahms. 

A chamber-music concert at the Salle des Combins, a luxurious tent that seats 1,700, featured the cr•me de la 
cr•me  of string players. Joshua Bell, future director of the St. Academy in the Fields, led a tight, polished 
!"#$%#&'()"*%$*+#',&-.-*/01(2"2*3%45*1(*G-major with violinists Kim Kashkashian and Sayaka Shoji (jumping in on 
48-hours notice for Arabella Steinbacher), acclaimed violist Julian Rachlin and cellist Gary Hoffman, who gave an 
impressive recital of French repertoire with pianist Julien Quentin the following day. 

6*!"#$%#&'()"*%$*+'#278.-*/01(2"2*$%#*91'(%*'(:*;2#1(<-*$"'20#":*=':1&*>"!1(*?12,*>'),@1(A*B1%@1(1-2*='@"#C*;%8%@%BA*
)"@@1-2*6@"8-'(:#*+0-@%?*'(:*!1'(1-2*D"(1-*E'2-0"B4*>"!1(.-*<@"'&1(<*2%("*:1:*(%2*'@?'C-*F@"(:*?12,*2,"*"(-"&F@"A*
but it was a nonetheless ripping account overall. Later, he and Matsuev joined Mischa Maisky for an impeccable 
'))%0(2*%$*>'),&'(1(%$$.-*GH#1%*I@J<1'K0"L*1(*M-minor. 

Michael White may have summed it up recently in The Telegraph ?,"(*,"*)'@@":*2,"*$"-21B'@*GN1<&%#"*O'@@*?12,*
&%0(2'1(-4L 
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